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E F C A  N O R T H E R N  M O U N T AI N  D I S T R I C T 

Nor thern Mounta in  News 

 Deer Lodge is a nice town located on the Clark Fork in-between Missoula and 
Butte. Deer Lodge, like other western Montana towns, is surrounded by mountains. To the 
west of town is the beautiful Flint Creek Range, with Mt. Powell dominating the landscape. 
To the east are the somewhat smaller Boulder Mountains. Getting to Deer Lodge is easy; 
as it sits right on Interstate 90. 

Deer Lodge Community Church is located 
right down town Deer Lodge. It is housed in the old 
Milwaukee Railroad Depot.   Pastor Caleb Burton 
heads up this congregation.  The church started in the 
70ôs when area missionary Shell Helsey, who was a 
friend of Pastor Burtonôs grandfather, planted it.   

What makes this church special? ñGrace in 
practical application, in peopleôs lives, the congrega-
tion is a very loving groupò states Pastor Burton. 

Pastor Burton has been  at Deer Lodge Community Church since October 2000. 
He grew up in WY and went to college at WY State College, he met his wife there and they 
started in the ministry at the college.  He and his wife Shelly also ministered in Athens 
Greece with International Teams Missions. 

Why did Pastor Burton come to this church? While on leave from Greece to raise 
support, a friend told them about a church in Deer Lodge that needed a pastor. Pastor 
Burton said, ñI will never be a pastorò.  They stop in Deer Lodge while on vacation before 
heading back to Greece to look at the church.  They got  their mission support and went 
back to Greece, and prayed for Deer Lodge. Later after much prayer and phone calls,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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 I got to sit in on a Sunday School class yesterday covering the letter to Thyatira in Revelation 2. I was 

facinated by the fact that the teaching of this false prophetess, Jezebel, prompted her followers to sexual 

immorality. It seems that immorality has been a key part of many false religions from the ancient Babylo-

nian fertility cults to the temple prostitutes of Rome. While immorality is a sin, it seems that the more fun-

damental problem in Thyatira was the teaching that led to the sin. Revelation 20:3 says, ñshe teaches and 

leads my bondservants astray, so that they commit acts of immorailtyéò Verse 23 talks about ñHe who 

searches the minds and heartsò followed by verse 24 where God commends those ñwho do not hold to this 

teaching.ò The false teaching was the real problem. The immorality was just the symptom. 

 

That caused my mind to wander to our society. I saw a headline in the newspaper of a small town recently 

that shouted VENEREAL DISEASE RAMPANT IN OUR COUNTY; Sex and the City is the hottest new 

movie out, and a new television show featuring the ñSwingò lifestyle of the 70ôs (open marriage and multiple parnters) is premiering soon. Whatôs our 

facination with immorality and why is it so rampant? Is there a ñteachingò behind it, or is it just hormones and natural desire? It seems to me that sex in 

our culture is no longer about commitment or even love. It is now just another form of entertainment. ñLetôs go to a movie, letôs go out to dinner, letôs 

go to bed, letôs take a walk.ò Itôs just another form of the pleasure seeking, self absorbed, I deserve to feel good thinking. 

 

Then it occurred to me. Thatôs our god. We worship at the temple of feel good pleasure. The doctrine that we deserve to feel good, the teaching that life 

is really pointless so I need to do the best I can for as long as I can, the world-view that there is nothing beyond the here and now and life is heaven or 

hell depending on what you make of it, these make up the litany of our religion. I am my own god. This teaching is the real problem that prompts us to 

immorality. We can pass all the laws we want, but until the fundamental religion of the people changes, immorality is here to stay. Which is why we 

may be fighting the right battle on the wrong battlefield. 

 

The solution is not found in  putting more social pressure on people to be moral. That simply doesnôt make sense to them given their understanding of 

life and their world. The solution is in changed hearts and minds. The problem is not primarily immorality, although thatôs what we primarily wring our  
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